
 

 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF ORION PLANNING COMMISSION 
******  MINUTES  ****** 

REGULAR MEETING, WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2020 
 

The Charter Township of Orion Planning Commission held a regular meeting on Wednesday, July 15, 
2020, at 7:00 pm VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE - GoToMeeting Access code 599-669-285  

or VIA TELEPHONE 1-(571) 317-3122 Access Code 599-669-285 
 (Meeting being conducted via video/telephone conference due to the health concern of COVID-19 and 

the Governor's Executive Order 2020-15) 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Joe St. Henry, Secretary Don Walker, PC Rep to ZBA  
Don Gross, Commissioner    John Steimel, BOT Rep to PC 
Scott Reynolds, Vice Chairman   Kim Urbanowski, Commissioner 
Justin Dunaskiss, Chairman 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: 
None 
 
1.  OPEN MEETING 
Chairman Dunaskiss opened the meeting at 7:00 pm 
 
2.  ROLL CALL 
As noted 
 
CONSULTANTS PRESENT: 
Mark Landis, (Township Engineer) of OHM Advisors  
Tammy Girling, Township Planning & Zoning Director 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Jim Sharpe  Sal LoRe 
 
3.  MINUTES  
A. 6-03-20, Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
Moved by Trustee Steimel, seconded by Vice-Chairman Reynolds, to approve the minutes as 
amended.  
 
4.  AGENDA REVIEW AND APPROVAL 
Moved by Vice-Chairman Reynolds, seconded by Trustee Steimel, to approve the agenda as 
presented.    
 
5.  BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENT – NON-AGENDA ITEMS ONLY 
None 
 
6.  CONSENT AGENDA 
None 
 
7.  NEW BUSINESS 
A. PC-2020-06, Peninsula Agriculture, LLC Wetland Permit, located on a vacant parcel on the 
north side of Silverbell Rd. west of Lapeer Rd. (parcel 09-26-300-012). 
 
Chairman Dunaskiss disclosed, that his firm had assisted the applicant with the licensing portion 
of the project.  The licensing has been completed and there is no financial interest in the project, 
but he did want to disclose that his firm had worked with the applicant in previous portions of the 
project.  
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Trustee Steimel stated that he felt that it was beyond the point of the Chairman’s involvement, 
and didn’t feel it was considered a conflict of interest since his company is not involved with the 
project anymore. 
 
Vice-Chairman Reynolds noted that there was a potential conflict of interest.  Peninsula 
Agriculture is a current client of his firm’s, and the applicant that they are representing tonight is 
still an active client, although his firm did not prepare the wetland permit, they did prepare the 
architectural site plan approval drawings that were in conjunction with this application. 
 
Trustee Steimel said that he felt that since the Vice-Chairman’s firm was not involved with this 
part of the project, this particular issue, he did not view that as a conflict of interest.   
 
Commissioner Gross agreed with Trustee Steimel.  He thought that they were beyond the site 
plan stage, and didn’t see a problem with it. 
 
Chairman Dunaskiss asked the applicant to give an overview for this request of their wetland 
permit for the project. 
 
Trustee Steimel stated that this was a minor item, and maybe they could just move on to the 
Townships Engineers review of the application.  People can see the application online if they 
actually want to get the details of it. 
 
Engineer Landis went through his wetland review dated July 9, 2020.  He stated that the 
applicant had done a really good job of avoiding the wetlands, with this development, with the 
exception of two (2) minor crossings for utilities, water main in particular.  There was one water 
main crossing just east of the drive before it enters into the parking lot, and another crossing on 
the far east side, where they have asked the applicant to loop the water main onto the offsite, 
onto the adjacent property.  They have elected to install those water main connections by boring 
underneath the wetlands, as opposed to trenching through them.  He felt the impacts were little 
to none, as far as, any known concerns. He felt that the wetland application meets the township 
ordinances and standards. 
 
Commissioner Dunaksiss said that the applicant had done a nice job, not impacting the 
wetlands, and making the best use of the upland area. 
 
Moved by Trustee Steimel, seconded by Commissioner Gross, that the Planning Commission 
approve the wetland permit for PC-2020-06, Peninsula Agriculture LLC, for the wetland located 
on a currently vacant parcel #09-26-300-012 on the north side of Silverbell Rd., west of Lapeer, 
and shown on the plans date stamped received at the township on June 24, 2020; this approval 
is based on the following findings of facts: the wetland delineations and consistencies have 
been performed by a recognized and qualified environmental engineering firm; the wetland 
crossings are minimal but are required to provide a loop connection to the township water 
system and required utilities; the chosen construction method for the crossing of the wetland will 
not pollute impair or destroy any wetlands; the wetland permit submittal is in substantial 
compliance with the Township Wetlands Protection Ordinance.  
 
Discussion on the Motion: 
 

Trustee Steimel noted that the applicant had gotten all the wetlands figured out, and 
really none of the construction gets in there.  He was glad to see that the few areas 
where they had to cross the wetlands they chose the boring method that basically does 
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nothing to the wetlands.  He appreciated that because it is important to maintain the 
wetlands. 

 
Roll call vote was as follows:  St. Henry, yes; Steimel, yes; Gross, yes; Walker, yes; Reynolds 
yes; Urbanowski, yes; Dunaskiss, yes. Motion carried 7-0 
 
 
8.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS   
None 
 
9.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 
10.  COMMUNICATIONS 
None 
 
11. PLANNERS REPORTS 
A. Follow this link for news articles on various land use/planning topics. 
     http://msue.anr.msu.edu/topic/info/planning 
 
Planning & Zoning Director Girling explained the link, and that the PC could receive monthly 
updates from MSU. 
 
12.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
None 
 
13.  FUTURE PUBLIC HEARINGS 
A. 8-5-2020 at 7:05pm, PC-2020-16, Rezone Request, 2401 Judah Road and parcel 09-33-301-
004. 
 
Planning & Zoning Director stated that it is technically two parcels, the first parcel is the address 
and the second parcel is unaddressed and it is to the west to 2401 Judah Road. 
 
14. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS 
Chairman Dunaskiss welcomed Kim Urbanowski to the Planning Commission. 
 
Chairman Dunaskiss thanked the Planning Commission and their professionalism and adapting 
to the current conditions. 
 
15.  COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 
 
Trustee Steimel welcomed Kim Urbanowski to the Planning Commission. 
 
Commissioner Urbanowski thanked Planning & Zoning Director Girling for helping her get 
prepared for the meeting, and she looking forward to working with them all. 
 
Secretary St. Henry welcomed Kim Urbanowski to the Planning Commission. 
 
Vice-Chairman Reynolds welcomed Kim Urbanowski to the Planning Commission. 
 
Commissioner Gross welcomed Kim Urbanowski to the Planning Commission. 
 
Commissioner Walker welcomed Kim Urbanowski to the Planning Commission. 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/topic/info/planning
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Planning & Zoning Director stated that they are publishing the agendas, and said to keep in 
mind that things are changing daily.  As of this point, the intention is to have in person meetings 
at the Orion Center starting in August.  However, she advised that everyone check the township 
website or call the township before heading to the Orion Center for the meeting. 
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Moved by Vice Chairman Reynolds, seconded by Trustee Steimel to adjourn the meeting at 
7:27pm.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Debra Walton       August 5, 2020 
PC/ZBA Recording Secretary _____________________________ 
Charter Township of Orion Planning Commission Approval Date 
 
 


